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Private Robert Trusty, ‘D’ Bn., Layforce

Polish Commander Cried

THE GRAPHIC STORY OF
HOW HE WAS LIBERATED
BY A POLISH ARMOURED
DIVISION WAS TOLD TO
THE “CHRONICLE" BY CPL.
GEORGE ROBERT TRUSTY,
A COMMANDO, AGED 125, AT
| HIS HOME AT 9, BURNFOOT

AVENUE, AFTER NEARLY
FOUR YEARS OF CAP-
| TIVITY."

| “A few hours before the

Russians moved in,'' he said,
“we were marched from our
camp in Berlin. The Germans
| kept pushing ws through.
Eventually we got split up
| into small parties and we got
into a cellar of a baroness's
| home, under the protection of
| the International Red Cross

=
Eight Germans in a Ditch

“It was then that eight
Germans came and lay them-
selves down in a ditch in front
of us, taking advantage of the
flag. Elements of a Polish
tank force spotted them and
opened fire. The first shell
landed in the entrance of the
cellar and killed a sergeant-
major, who had been in charge
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Brighton, where he had been
evacuated. A 16-year-old
brother and a sister, aged 10,
complete this happy family of
Mr. G. P. Trusty, who served |
in the Artillery throughout the |
last war from the age of 16. |
All the boys attended Lillic-
road and Sherbrooke-road
Schools. i

Fulham Chronicle 15 June 1945.
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Crete Incideat

Cpl. George Trusty, who
weighs 15st. Tibs. and neither
smokes nor drinks, is a regular
soldier and was in Palestine
with the Leicestershires just
before war broke out. He was
in Wavell's first push and |
transferred to the first unit |
of Middle East Comuundu
for the Crete operations. |

‘“ We were 170 yards off the
boat that would have taken us
off Crete,”” he said, ** when the
captain shouted, ‘' Well, chaps,
you can sit down now. You
have had it." He was forced
to sail with his heavily-laden
craft. Our officer told us we
had no other course than to
capitulate, and he got three
bullet wounds in going out to
contact the Germans."”

Berlin Bombizg

Cpl. Trusty had personal ex-
perience of the bombing of
Berlin. * It was terrible,”” he
sald. I went up to St. Paul's
the other day to see some of
the damage in the City, but I
could not see anything to com-
pare with Berlin, Stuff fell
all round wus, but, luckily,
nothing in our camp.”

Of Germans, Cpl. Trusty said
there were some good ones
and ‘“some deadly ones.”
‘*“One day some Sudeten Ger-
mans came to the camp and
started pushing us around,’’ he
sald. "I found it necessary
to hit one of them, but the
feldwebel (German sergeant)
told them to scram, and no

complaint was put in against

ately we had a butcher out of
the Argylls with us and be
cut It up. After that we were
more or less left to ourselves
to get to the Americans.

‘“We went to Neustadt and
asked the German station-
master for a ticket to Witten-
berg. He gave us tickets and
sald the train would be in any
time during the week! We
waited three days and |t
arrived. After going about
five miles the Russians bor-
rowed the engine for shunt-
ing purpeses! This happened |
four times, so that we took |
two days and two nights to do

berg, Brussels and home.”

Fulham Chronicle 15 June 1945.
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