Gunner William Young Harvey
No.4 Commando
Killed in action aged 29
1st November 1944.
Remembered with Honour
Bergen-Op-Zoom War Cemetery,

Netherlands.
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No. 3 Troop -~ ‘- Commanded by Major c.s;'i_-(s Tebbi, M:Cy

The landing was effected at approximately OS40 hours. Mo
casunlties having been inflicted by the enemy 2 cm dual purpose gun which

hed opened up as the croft approeched the landing area.
The Troop formed up and set out, still in darknesa, in the following
formations— ' '
No. 2 Sectton (C Sub,HQ, D Sub Section)
Troop Headquarters.
¥o. 1 Seotion (i Sub section, HQ., B Sub Section).
fhe alatance betreen the harbour area end the first objective,

3 mmun,' was covered as fast as possible, and the first ohjective was
. reached chout first light, 0700 haurs, On the way to the firat

. Objective Gar, Horvey was killed by enemy D fire. Numerous eneny were

s_s;n, 'ﬁut wery apperently in a rather disorgonised stcte and concentrnted !
CUMNER W. Y. HARVEY

. on. cover rather ﬂ:.n.n comoerted resiatonce. Vorious pill boxes ard machine .
gun posts apm;d. fire but were bLy-passed with the exception of one pill bex North Shlelds

£ e oot of FABE, i ke B3 S st S agprcen Commando

to BRARMAR an asseult group of C sub section uoder Sjt. Jnckson was >
détrched to deal with 1t,  In dalng so Pte., Laux was Jdlled at the K_llled

entrance to the pill box.  The pill box was liquidated and two prisorers Gunner Wiillium Young Har-|
3 ” vey, after four years' service
. t b . » 3 -
. um. The n.dvumc of ths Troop had scarcely been hald up by this with the Commandos, has been :
‘interlude end BRAEMAR was reached nod cleared by No. 2 Section.  During reported killed as a result of|
g enemy zction in Holland, Aged |
the clearing Lieut. N.¥W, Barrass was killed. 29‘ he is the eldast son of l\'ll‘E

No. 2 Seation then consolidated; Troop HQ wes established at the and Mrs Stanley Harvey, of 2
Prudhoe Terrace, North Shields, |
South end of PRARUR end No. 1 Section, under Captain M.C. McDougall, pushed wivre he was born. |
Educated at Spring Gardens |
Schoo! , he worked for some
the Isngth of the street. In the approach to this a group of enemy were | time at Scott's Sweet Factory,|
before leaving for Seghill Col- |
liery. Later he joined the
_Pte, Dozidn was ldlled. An clternative route, tarougsh gardens and cver Territorial Ariny in which he|
i served for six-and a-half years. |
Gunner Haivey was married
‘there still existed ot BRIGHTON ecn enemy strong point of unknown strength, and lived at 7 Alderside
it was necessary for No, 1 Section to meintain comstawt cemtact Avenue, 'l‘ron_n. Ayrshire
e e, the ! Scotland. His younger

+ through it towards objective HOVE, a Naval Garrison Barrucks, stretciring
, met; during the ensulng action at least ten enery were killed or wounded,

shed roofs, wos token and the advonce continued. Owing to the fact that

ground with Troop Headquerters to prevent any possiile enemy infiltration ‘,b rother, Lece - Bomb.
John Harvey. is serving with
betwsen 1t end Trocp Headquarters. the Middle East Forces, ’
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Bill and Margaret on their wedding day. Alex 'Mac' MacAulay, No.4 Commando is with him

as he was on the day he died. In the photo below Margaret lays flowers at Bill's grave.
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Transcript of a letter to Margaret from Bill's best man and friend Alex ‘Mac’
MacAulay who was with Bill when he died

20/11/1944

Dear Margaret,

It is with the deepest sympathy and regret that | wrte this
letter to you mixed with the feeling of your great loss, which personally is also
mine, for Bill and | were always the closest friends from our first meeting and
the subsequent years of service together.

| know that no one can possibly presume your feelings at this
time Margaret, and no words of mine can lesson the blow you’'ll be suffering,
now that Bill has gone. But you have the knowledge that Bill died a Hero,
fighting for what we all believe in, and hold dear.

amall consolation to you Margaret but it is Bill and all our
other Heroes’ who have given and will continue to give their lives whom we
shall for ever have to remember and thank with all our hearts for the Freedom
and Peace which is, | hope not far away.

Mo one knows better than you Margaret the ments of Bill as a
husband and pal, but I'd like to say that all who knew him moumn the loss of a
great friend and a man respected and liked by all those with whom he came
into contact.

| won't say any more now Margaret — letters are such empty
and impersonal things when one wishes to convey their true feelings. | hope |
might see you soon and express my feelings to you in person. Mean while
Margaret | know that yvou will try to bear up under your great loss, as | know
he would wish it 5o at this fime, and may God be with you and yours.

Yours in Deepest Sympathy

Mac

Remembered with honour
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