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No.4 Commando operations at Flushing

by Lt. Col. Robert Dawson OC No.4 Commando
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Operation Infatuate 1

No 4 Commando, including 1 and 8 troops (French) of No.10 (Inter Allied)
Commando, assaulted at Flushing on the eastern side.

No.4 Commando, after a daring pre-dawn landing and nearly two days
of bitter street fighting, succeeded in capturing the port and most of the
town before being relieved by the 52nd Infantry Division. They were thus
enabled to rejoin the rest of the Brigade, who without air or artillery
support, had made a daylight assault landing at Westkapelle, in the face
of heavy enemy fire from the formidable gun emplacements built into
the sand dune dykes.

Operation Infatuate 2

Three RM Commando units, Nos.41, 47, and 48 Commando, with
detachments from the Belgian and Norwegian Commandos from No.10
(IA) Commando, assaulted at Westkapelle on the western side, and had
a range of sophisticated armoured amphibious vehicles in addition to
the conventional landing craft.

Some Commandos from 2 troop and 3 troops of No.10 (Inter Allied)
Commando also took part being dispersed among the units of the main
commando force.

The following account by Lt. Col. Dawson relates to Operation Infatuate 1 only
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4 COMHEANDD DPERLTIONS I8 WALCHREEH - ~OVEREER 1944

FLANLZTHG,

4 Comrendio's task at PMlushing ves to effect o lumnding end to
goiege as lerge an ares &8 vould enable follow-ufp units af 155 xignde
to complete the cepturs of the town and move towerds Hiddelburg.

iy asseszment of the taek was roughly e lollowes

(n} there wee no alternetive o & frontel esmanlt on Flushdng, cut aoff
from the weat by the bresch in the sea-dyke, from the eeet by the
herbour, and heamed-in by floods covering about cne-third of the
built-up area.

JAt) the only landing point whieh mpreared at all likely wase the ashozt
stretch of dyke on the west side of "Uncle Leach" - which itself
affered the only preetlcable touvch-down sren, after clesrance of
the beach chetecles, for follow-up units and esupplies.

{a) the configuration of the old town = the arce between the shipyerd
mnd the 68 = gaparsated from the shipyerd by 2 contlauous high
wall, was such that tactically it could be treated ss & clesrly
definad aren, ¥a h&ad however to Tecogniese that the enemy, if
alezted, could with relatively few determined defenders delsy its
gapture, porsibly for a conmpiderable time.

(d) the known defences wers all disposed to seaward, and were msnned
by garriscn units, not slite troops.

These faotora argusd overwhelmingly for a landing in darkness,

folloved by Bn impediste and rapid deployoent 1o selse and secure the
whole area from counter-stteck, then eliminating the enemy inside it.

Whet nade suech a landing - on an indtiel frontage of less than
twenty yards = poseible wes the availability of "navigetional® lacding
praft capable of gmiding we in with pin-point accurasy deapite the vary
strong tidal currents in the 4-mile wide estusary.

Our appromch was to be covered by a heavy bombardment of the

wvhole Flushing waterfront by the massed corps artillery from ithe Lreskens
aresa, and a programme of harassing fire over ithe previous few days was

arrangéd.

We weare under command of 155 Irigade for the operstion, snd
ta return to 4 Commands Erigsde a3 Foon Af we could be Teledasad, 1
wad to be In looal coomand in Flushing wmitll the BErigads Comnander
landed with the second follow-up battalion (7/9 Royal Scote). The
general lines of 4 Commande's tosk were lanid down in joint planning,
but I was given a free hand in planning our own operations; subject
of course to co-ordination by 155 Irigads, Our desipilon to land in
darkness 414 not greatly affect the operetlonel planning of the unite
of 155 Drigede, &s the timing, which wes determined by #ide conslder-
atlons, would ensure their arrival and deployment in daylight.

Locking baok mow I am inelined to think that the timidng of
follow-up flights wes rather too slow and deliberate, &nd thet if they
hed ocome in as fast as the torn-round of landing oreft s&llowed the
opposition from the shore betteries, which meemed to ilncerease daring
the day, might have been less effective, and the whole of Flushing
pight just concelvably been taken by the end of D=day. I venture this
thought with many ressrvatlcng,.

I ddecussed my plen for & nlght esssult with Jumbo Leicester,

who supperted it, and with Honkey Sellar of Foroce 'T', who I seem to
renenbar suggented using the specisl "navigational®™ landing craft which

made the operaiion possible,
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fou mentien the epparent disparity betwesen the Flushing and
Westkarelle cperations in the sopheels given in planning to the Jeraen
bettorien, At Wastkapslles mnd in the dunes, as I ses 1it, the battexrles
were therselves objectives, being powerful, well-found, and, ainoe the
Clooding, ssemingly secure {rom attack, 4% Flushing our task weo to
gedse the town and the rsad to Middelburg, and the batteries were out
of our reach until this was dones They could not influence the bettle
in Flushing itself, though¥ they could = and 4id - interflere seriously
with the tuild-up, Phe teek of dealing with then 1sy primsrily with
the srtillery meesed on the Breskens shere, and by atd lergpe this was
effective, although the enemy guns inflicted ossumltles on craft
crooping in deylight, and in the case of one flight osused it to turn
bagk and try aguin later. Once Flushing wes ours tho Gormuan shore
batteries wers lsclsted, and, being subjected to consiant hareeement
from shellfire and rockets [rom Typhoone, surrendered without being
direatly mesanlited - on D w 1,

THE OFERATION,

The preliminary bombardment of the Flushing vaterfront wea
vary affegtive In keeping the Germans' heads dowvn. Ouy Firet flight
got ashore undetected, and the sirongpoint on the esst slde of "Uncle
bBeach" was taken by surprise. The mains body of the Commando, while
afloat, came brielly under 20mm cannon fire from the sirongpoint at
De Ruyiter's stetue, and this probably mccounted for the sinking junt
of f the landing podnt of one of the two landing oraflt lest, the cthexr
being holed by an ohetanle. The point of landing was covered lrom this
fire, and we got ashers without leoss either of our troops or of landing
oraft orews, Our %" mortare and ammonition went down In the araflt
haled by punfire, but wers recovered and brought into setlon later,

Contrary te the practice in most landing speratione we
touched down on m falling tide, so &s to give the naval beabh obetacle
clesrance party a clear rum and so that the following landing = on
the flat beach insteed of against the mhelving dyke - would be on the
rising tide,

The mowe thrsught ths old town vas viFtually unopposed, and
the varisus troops wers at thelr ohjectives by lirst 1ight, the maln
position being at the Tosd junction at the western end of the shipyard.
¥a caeupled thie vitel positien in pome strength; while other troops
got to grips with the enesy strongpoints aleng te waterirent, Most
af our pubseguent fighting wae centred round thoese, &nd thers wee no
plgnificant fighting in the old tovn other then in the vielndty of
these eneny posltions, Thalir totel otrength, pot counting the HE
gt the Britennie Fotel, cust have been around two hund¥ed.

Bvery devipe of gireet-Iighting was used - including "mouso-
holing all the way dowvn one side of & street, an aetlviiy which our
Franckmon indalged in with enormous mesil The leet of these Birong-
points, and the toughest, surrendered late on 41, This was the one
nearest to the Britennis Hotel, &nd hed enjoyed a coversd line of ocom-
nunication with the hotel mlong the beaok under the cea-wall until
this was teken by the Hoynl Scote nt about the same time - in & vexy

gallent bot costly mitmck.

The main eneny counter-action [Tom ocuteide wae directod ak
our plvet position on the cross-roede at the wester: end of the ship-
erd. It was sharp tut gpasnsdie, and we saffered sone casual tles,
The Germans mede censiderable, and &t firat scmevhat disconcerting,
usa of the tall gantriee of the shipyard orence, which Iin romse cubeU
gvorhung nearby streets of the old town; ep neste for Enipers.
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We guffered few oesunlties from this sctivity, btut the follow=up
battalione, which héed not previouely experiensed eaiper fire, wors
not =0 lusky. e nmuioanos vase fioelly cealt with by the Lowland
Mvislon's peck howliteere, m froop of which had becn londed, the
gonnerg training their pieces on the grotry cebine,sliming dizrectly
through the barrel. After & oouple of direct hits the snipers
deslated,

The paok howltzers proved nost versatile, and pleyed o
geeful pert in slegse support in street fipghting, elten [roa positlons
on the upper fleors of bulldings.

The foasands hed the grester pesrt of the Tighting la Flashing
itenlf spart from the sction ta capture the Cerman HQ in the Bddannla
Total. Wo were continucusly in moticn Erem firet contasct untdl the
gollapss of resiptance of the epeaward ptrengpoints late on Del. Fhexre
was little reaistance in the flooded arees; but it developed cgein es
4 EOSE mpproached the beglnning of the couseway to Widdelburg.

¥With regard to the batile for the Fritarnia Hetel, whers
7/0 Royal Deeta attachksd wilth great ccurepge, I would agree with an
obeervetion mede to me by Bill Foucher=Myers (2ifc of 4Cdo) that if
the asesult hed besn timed to take plece at low waler the atiackers
would have snjoyed far sore roon for menseuvre and very posaibly had

lighter cnsualtica,

Moat of the sotions in Flushing took pleoe without srtillexy
support, because of the nature of the fighting, Iz any case it wvas
net practlioeble to cpll down fize on anall} well-protected fargetd set
o the edge of an inhabited town. On the other hand Typhoonm, whigh
were avallable en I+l and at one btise nainteined m "pab-rank"™ over
the sstusry, were accurste and effective, and above all destructive of
enepy merala, e did sall for artillery fire on targets cutslde the
bulli=up area, particularly on the German betteries when they opened
up on the sraft spprosching from DBreskens. Our very delightful Fremoh
Canadian artillery limison offleer (FCOT) felt thet his powerful re-
gources were under-ueed, and whenour ASM wae wounded by small-arms
fire fvom acroee the harbour he wanted to punish the perpetrator by
bringing dowvn a dose of "ouper-heavy, soele twentyll®

Your question about alternatives to landing at "Uncle Beash"
1z nost pertinent but AIrffisuwlt to anower. To the west of the besch
thers wers nong,; and, while a lodgesent further o the esat could have
been sffested, we should heve been et a great disadvantage, far fron
our naln objectives, with the 'strangulatlon' of the promontcry In the
"lincle Beach" ares %o negotlate againat an slmost ceririnly (by then)
alerted enemy, The opening up of "Unele Pesch® for the landing of
follow=up flights might have been zeriously deleyed. Fortunastely
the pituation did not arimel

We landed at Flushing with four bFritiseh and two Fremeh tzoopa,
and we had beon together sinee the provious MAFdhk. For operationsl
purpopes the troops were completely interchangesble, and all signallers
were elther DFritish or [luent in English. At Flushing the Frenah ware
given the task of rvedusing the westernoost strongpoind (neazent to the
Britannia Hotel), which proved the largest and noet avkwerd of all.

They set about the tesk with desh and great ingenwity; wmnd stuck fo it
tanaed ouasly, Te me it wes alwayve & pleasars to see these Frenchmen in g
sotlon, as they showed endless resource and conirivance, and were

nosters of Individual action. thers was no task sllotted to 4 Comnando
to which I would not have committied the Frenoh trcops with the same

oonfidence as I had in the British.
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"he twe perpesnts from the Dubtoh Troop of 10 IL Commaxde
ag Interpreters proved invaluable, The town was full of clivilimns,
many of them refugees Ifron the [Mooded aresa. They ware moet friendly,
and wanted to e helpful, bot in fect they were & consldereble problem,
a8 they would wender inte areas wiere flphting vae S0LlDg ON. Dur twa
interpreters pot the Iuieh police to nove clvillane AwAY [Tom danger
polinte, and to arrvange [or the eveRgusatlon of slck and wouddded civiliane
to Prepkeons in eturming landing orei't = the bombarament ol The fTown

had smused a mimber of capusltiom.

OOR FIRAL OFERATION IK THE LOATRERH DaHES,

There §g 1itile to add absut this. 41 Commando and the
Jelglan Trocp were in centact with the ememy in the dunes to the eesi
of Dombarg. (ur task wes to cutflank the Gernan poeitlons, teking &
line elong the flat grouwnd south of the dunes and &long the edpe of the
flood whieh nir photographie cover ghowed to be fairiy thinly deleanded,
Car night mareh along this line brousht ue to within & mile af
Veomwenpolder by fivet light, witheut having net wny eneay. L halted
the leading teoop oo 88 %o look bt the ground and issue cx¥ders fox the
further advanes, &hd duriag this time the Holl tock the bettile EG pariy
into & smell copse, where he found the eanlrance to & dop-out, it )
surprised tha Germane inside, emengst them & lisatensnt. I then
evailed ayeelf of the field telephone te have & shat with the Colonel
in Vrouwenpolder, following which he sent & cer to take me &nd ken
Welght, the IO, %o his HQ, where he gulckly agrsed that [uriher fighting
wer polntlessn, The taptie of penetration by night wes really the same
af we had oeed ot Flushing, buet this tine tho Cormans werd cornared,
imolnted; end exhousted.

Provided to the Commando Veterans Archive by Elizabeth Dawson,
daughter of Lieutenant Colonel Robert Dawson CBE, DSO, Legion
d’Honneur, Croix de Guerre.
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