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KIRKCALDY PRISONER IN ITALY
ARRIVES HOME

Wounded Near Tobruk

Pte. Douglas H. Ftocks, of 15 William
Btreet. Kirkecaldy, Fife's only repatri-
ated prisoner trom Italy, arrived at
his home on Thursday.

After being badly wounded in the
leg, Pte. stocks was captured by the
German Afrika Corﬂg and taken to an
Italian hospital This was in Novem-
ber, 1941, when the 8th Army, under
General Auchinleck, was fighting
against great odds, both materially
and in man-power. The experience.
however, was invaluable, according to
Pte. Stocks, and was the making of the
present Army.

Following his capture he war taken
by 'plane to Derna and then by
an hospital ship to Italy.

“In Italy conditions are poor,” he
said. “ Food consists chiefly of rice
and macaroni, medical supplies are
limited and the morale of the people
is

low.
He stressed the importance of the
5rand work being done by the Red

rosa in the way of providing the pri-
soners with parcels. Owing to the lack
of transport, letters and parcels from
home were not very regular. On one
accasion, on awakening in hospital
every prisoner found a mew pair of
Eyjamau by his bedside, thanks to the

ed Cross,

After his experiences in Bari Hos-
pital. it was with almost unbelievable
jov that Pte. Stocks heard that he
was to be one of the prisoners chosen
to he repatriated.

The first part of his journey coin-
cided with an R.A.F. raid on Italy. and
one of the two trains was held up for
the whole night in a tunnel. On
arriving at Lishon the prisoners were
ziven a great time, being entertained
‘an a grand dinner hy British people
:here. Regzardineg the Portuguese peo-
sle. he maintained that they were
lafiwisnly pro-British so far as he had
o them. -

The fourney across the Bay of Rircay
<ag nneventful. the time being passed

v nttending cinemna shows, and of
“iatine ahout what they were poine
» 4 when they got home.

N ‘are taking part in the fighting

the \iddle Fast. Pte. Stocks also

-vod 1n Syria, Cyprus, Palestine, and
o,

Ne‘ore the war he was emploved by
he Fifty Rhilling Tailors, High Street,
Tirkepldy. He was educated at Kirk-
‘aldy High School,
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