Marine Alexander Francis McDonald Harland

Wartime buddies (from left): Fred Fletcher, Alfle Knight and Alexander Harland

War memories of
a dead colleague

FRED Fleicher's heart B
beat when he read an a the
Gazette to help And the family of a
war hero killed in Holland.,

That young wer hero, Alexander Fran-
cis Harland, wez his best mare in ihe Roy-
al Marine Commandos during he Second
World War

Memorses came flooding back when
Fresd, from Charch Road, Hanwell, read in
the Gazetie in April that a British Legion
member from Lamcashire had spotied
Alexander's grave in ihe British War Ce-
metery al Vearay, Holland.

The British Legion member look pholo-
graphe of the well-tencled grave end invi-
ied Alexander’s relslives 1o wrise oo him
lor copies of the picture,

Fred, who served alongside Alexander
= Tosh 1o his friends ~ from [543 wntil
1945, uld ‘It was such a shack for me io

Il those years, | could not

15, | remember ance

he just kept
Id to geq this man

Frad neal iv Alexander's grave
1n Meelow

othy wmd Tosh started 'I'Fllll'll 1o esch
other reguisrly and love blpaspmed,

Fred sasd: “Tosh thoughi it woukd be
safer bo have a driving job. He was s mar-
ried man and wex mare bl
his safety,”

Sadly the young marine, just 24, died in
] e road accident in 1543 ae
the Royil Marine Commandos drove
lhrough Hollend,

Fred recollects:; “He drove up 1o me in
the convoy and asked if | wamed an
apple. He threw me one up and then drove
further on down the convoy.

“The next minuie the con anopped.
Someone & up and fold me my male
hed been killed. | was still eating ithe
apple he had given me.

Tosh's jeep, carrying ammunition snd
;up?llm bad overumed in & waier-filled

it

He was mapped under the weight of the
suppiies and drowned,

Tosh was first bursed in a from garden
in the Dusch ipe of Meclow. His body
was later moved 0 Venray and is now
carefully iended by Dutch Marines,

Mow Fred and Tosh's brother ]'ler:l
Harland, from F‘mwnd: plan o wisit ihe |

Fred Smr\g thar grave will bring
back o sall and happy memoncs. We
had our laughs, me and Tosh. In will be
mice 10 look a1 s grave and remember
him again”

Alaxnnder S MW grnrc in
Venray

Marine Alexander Harland
46 RM Commando
died on active service
20 February 1945
aged 24.
Remembered with honour

Venray War Cemetery.
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https://www.commandoveterans.org/AlexanderHarland46RMCommando

